CHAP. IX.]          THE   " MAHOMEJDAX  QUESTION/*

that they have in Europe, whence he borrows them; they
convey some notion of the truth, bat not the whole truth;
and, moreover, the author is at times sorely vexed by an
hyperbolic fiend which he would do well to cast out. With
these premonitory observations, the book may be commended
to all persons seeking in England to gather evidence and frame
a judgment upon some of the complications and contracts
which are incessantly growing out of that extraordinary poli-
tical accident, the English dominion in India.

The pamphlet by Colonel Nassau Lees is a reprint of three
letters in the Times, which were called forth in 1871 by Dr.
Hunter's book, and of four articles on Education which origi-
nally appeared in Indian journals. He has appended to them
a Minute written in 1835 by Macaulay, when .he was in India,
upon the system of higher State education to be adopted in
that country. Colonel Lees was Principal of the Mahomedan
College at Calcutta, and is altogether entitled to a respectful
hearing upon the condition and feelings of Mahomedans in
Lower Bengal*: his argument, which we shall examine at length
farther on, is mainly directed towards exposing the mistakes of
our educational policy in India, and the fallacies contained in
Macaulay's Minute, which had immense effect at the time; and
toward attempting to demonstrate how the system of instruction
which has hitherto been employed has had the grave consequence
of depressing the social and political status of our Mahomedan
fellow-subjects.

Now as this paper is intended to give some account
of what may be termed the " Mahomedan question " in
India, and as Dr. Hunter and Colonel Lees both put the
case on the Mahomedan side quite as strongly as it can fairly
be made out, it may be convenient to take irorn these authori-
ties a precise statement of the main grievances which the Indian
Mahomedans are said to allege. I remark, with all other
critics on Dr. Hunter's book, that he draws his facts very largely
_from the province of Lower Bengal, and applies his inferences
to all India, a process somewhat defective in logical fairness*
However, here is his chief indictment against the British
Government, drawn up in sentences composed after the style